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ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY. 



The Sixteenth ANNivBUSAnv Mbetino of this Society was held on tho 
nth of May, 1839. 

Tho Right Hon. Siv Gons Ousblby, Bart., in the Chair, 



THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COUNCIL 
was read fcs follows :— 

In submitting to the Meeting at its Sixteenth Anniversary, the cus- 
tomary Report, the Council feel called upon to congratulate the Society on 
its actual condition, as compared with that of former years, for it will be 
perceived, when wo come to treat of its funds, that tho future prospects, 
though not apparently so nourishing, are more clear, nnd in reality, 
more satisfactory. Tho actual state of tho funds in January, 1838, called 
for reduction in our expenses : the Secretary's salary was abolished, only 
one number of tho Journal has been published during tho year, instead 
of four, as was at first intended ; and a strict attention to economy has been 
exorcised in other respects, so that tho Society has been enabled to pay 
off some balances which remained due in the beginning of 1838, and 
to exhibit n surplus at the end of the year, free from all outstanding 
demands. 

The number of deaths since the last Annual Meeting, among tho mem- 
bers who have contributed to the funds of tho Society, has been thirteen. 
The following is a list: — 

1. Major Benjamin Blake. 

2. Colonel Henry John Bowler. 

3. Tho Right Honourable the Earl of Calcdon, K.P. 

4. Sir James Edward Colebrook, Bart, 
fi. John Curtis, Esq. 

0. Lieutenant-Colonel William Francklin. 

7. George Garrow, ISpq. 

8. Tho Right Honourable Sir Robert Gront, G.C.H. 

9. Captain H. Harkness. 
10. James Kinloch, Esq. 

U. Vice- Admiral Sir I'ultenoy Malcolm, K.C B. 

12. George Holme Sumner, Esq. 

13. Lieut.-Genoral Sir Herbert Taylor, K.C.B. G.C.H. 
VOL. V. I. 
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Besides tho above, tho Council has to lament the domiso of one of the 
corresponding Members of tlio Society, Mr. Justice Uou|;h, one of tho 
Judges of the Supreme Court of Ceylon, who lately presented ten pounds 
to promote the objects of this Institution; also, of one of its Foreign 
Members, Count Ludolf. 

Of the deceased Members, two seom to merit particular obsovvation as 
Oriental scholars. 

Tho flrst is our late Secretary, Capt. Harknbss, whose acquaintance 
with the languages of the South of India, and whoso general information on 
Oriental subjects, entitled him to distinction, and peculiarly lltlcd him to 
fuini the duties of tho ollice which he so long held in this Society. Wc had 
occasion in our last Report to mention tho loss of his valuable services, 
owing to tho infirm state of his health, which compelled him to resign ; and 
this year we have to add to our regret the sorrow which wo all feel on 
the occasion of his death, and to lament tho loss of one whose acquirements 
and zeal rendered liim a valuable member of our Society. 

Tho other learned Orientalist, whose death is announced with unfeigned 
sorrow, is ColoneliP'RANCKbiN, whose contributions to tho literature of tho 
Enst gave him a just title to the estimation of the Society, and to the pos- 
sesiiion of tho ofllco which ho held in it. 

In tho year 1786, when an Ensign on tho Bengal Establishment, Col. 
Frnncklin made a tour in Persia, in the course of which, ho resided for 
eight months at tho city of Shiraz, as on inmate of a Persian family, and 
was thus enabled to communicate a fuller account of tho manners of tho 
people than had before appeared. The Journal of his Tour was published 
in 1790. It was particularly interesting, as containing an authentic notice 
of tho state of Persia during tho Civil Wars which continued from the 
death of Nadir Shah to tho elevation of the reigning dynasty of Kajar, 
whose flrst sovereign, Aga Mahommed Kh&n, though not actually on tho 
throne during Colonel Francklin's residence in Persia, had possession of the 
greatest share of power among the Chiefs who were endeavouring to possess 
the crown. 

Besides this. Colonel Francklin published the following interesting 
works : — 

1. History of Shah Aulum, 1798. 

2. Translation of Camariipa and C&malatn, 1 793. 

3. Remarks on the Plain of Troy, 1800. 

4. Memoirs of General George Thomas, 1803. 

5. On the Site of Palibothra, 1815, 

6. Remarks on the Jains and Boodhists, 1827. 

His biogrophy of Shah Aulum serves as on important continuation of 
the Seir ul Mut&khcrin, or History of Modern Times. Tho life of George 
Thomas, tho celebrated English adventurer, who, for a slioit season, ex- 
hibited the character of on independent Indian Chief, is welt executed; and 
his dissertations on the sites of Palibothra and Troy, entitle his memory to 
respect as a scholar of much research ond ingenuity. In his capacity of 
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Librarian, ond as a Member of the Council, ho was always ready to render his 
valuable aid when his health permitted. During the latter years of his lire 
he seemed to have few objects of pursuit, that were not in some way or other 
directed to promote the benefit of this Institution, and it is on this account 
as well as for his many oxcollcnt qualities and virtues, the Society has 
occasion most particularly to deplore his loss. 

"While the number of dcathsof contributing members has this year been 
less than usual, the Council has to announce that the elections also have not 
been so numerous as on an average of years, amounting only to thirteen. 
The diminution, however, is not caused by an actual decrease, but arises out 
of a deviaton from the former practice, which took place at the last anni- 
versary, when five elections of 1838 were included in the ttcport for 1837, 
which would, by the usuol mode, have been reckoned in this year. Tlio 
mean of the two years is equal to the usual yearly average, being twenly- 
throe, so that the number of contributing members elected, counterbalances 
the loss occasioned by casualties. The number of retirements from tho 
Society is four, which is less than the average of years. 

The Council has now, for the first time, to remark upon the effect of the 
new regulation, passed in January, 1838, on the subject of non-payment of 
arrears, as well as tho other measures adopted to prevent their recurrence. 
It is satisfactory to find that, with few exceptions, tlio arrears duo have 
been liquidated. There still remain, however, eight mcmbGis on the list of 
defaulters, who Imvo frequently been applied to without success, but who 
have not paid their subscriptions for several years, und might long sinco 
have been considered as no longer enrolled in the Society. 

It is satisfactory to bo able to report that fewer of the Annual Subscribers 
are in arrcar for the present year, than has been usual at the same season, 
on former occasions. 

It is, perhaps, too early to attempt to form a decided opinion on tho pro. 
bable effect of tho regulation passed in January, 1838, by which (he amount 
of the composition of Life Members was placed on the same footing as in 
other similar Societies. The whole amount received during tho year, on 
that account, has been under 90/., a sum much less than usual. 

Among tho most valuable of the Donations made last year to tho 
Society's Museum, is a series of Coins of tho Bactrian kingdom, presented 
by one of tho Society's corresponding members. Monsieur Ventura, a General 
in the service of Runjit Singh. The discovery of the Bactrian coins, whoso 
existence was unknown until very recently, will enable the antiquarian 
to nil up the history of an European dynasty, placed in the liuurt of Asia, 
moro than twenty centuries ogo, of which tho ancient historians had left us 
scarcely an outlino. The specimens in the Museum are selections from 
very many thousands which have been found in the country of the Afl'ghnns, 
and in the territories bordering on tho Indus; and their vast numbers 
allbrd a much greater evidence of tho inlluenco of the Greeks in the East, 
than would be supposed from the few hints of their establishment to be 
gathered from ancient writers, or from tho meagre traditions of their suc- 
cessors. 

1.— 2 
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The stnto of tlio Society's funds has been already alluded to in the early 
pnrt of the Report : the Council will now proceed to afford some explanation 
of tho details. In the disbursements of the past year, will be found the 
following sumsi paid on account of the preceding year, namely : — 

Half Year's Salary to tho late Secretary - £100 

Printer's Bill for Journal No. VIII. •• - 187 7 3 

Repairs of House -----«--- 44 13 

Plumber's Bill 25 9 6 



£357 9 9 



After which payments, a balance remained in hand at the end oC llio 
year of 296/. 3$. 3d., out of which sum, payments to the extent of 233{. 3s. 4d, 
have been made on account of outstanding bills, leaving a clear 'surplus 
available for'thc expenses of 1839 of 6-2l. 19s. 1 \d. Thus the actual receipts 
of the year have more than met the demands on tho Society ; and the 
estimate of the expenses and receipts of the ensuing year, exhibits a balance 
of 334/. Gs, &d., wliich will enable the Society to publish another number of 
the Journal during the year, if advisable, and to incur sundry expenses for 
book-binding and periodicals, which it has bnen thought prudent to defer till 
tho Society had tho means of defraying them from tho actual income, without 
encroaching on the capital invested in the funds. 

In adverting to the condition of llio OricnInI Translation Fund, an insti- 
tution, the success of which must be a matter of interest to every Member 
of the Roynl Asiatic Society, the Council are happy to stalo that it continues 
to enjoy llio support of a large number of the patrons of Oriental literature, 
both at home and abroad ; and that its operations are carried on with a zeal 
and activity fully commensurato to its menus. Tho most recent of its pub- 
lications arc> two valuable Sanskrit xVorks, with Latin translations; one 
translated by Dr. Slen7.ler, and entitled the " Kumara Sambhava," being 
an ancient Sanskrit poem, attributed to K^ilid'isa, who flourished a century 
before tho Christian era; the other, entitled the"if»V7 Veda Sanhita," a. 
collection of sacred hymns from the Vcdas, translated and edited by the 
lamented Dr. Rosen. To his translation tho editor designed to add exten- 
sive critical annotations, but only a few sheets of them were finished at the 
time of his decease. The work is consequently deprived of tho valuable 
additions contemplated by tho learned editor; but, as it is, it remains a 
monument of his great philological acquirements, and of his laborious 
ardour in tho study of this highly polished and classical lnnp;iiagc of India. 
The disappointment of the expectations of tho Committoc, occiisioncd by this 
melancholy event, will, however, be obviated by tho kindness of Professor 
Wilson, who has undertaken to prepare a translation of the entire work 
into English, with notes illustrative of tho peculiarities of tho language of 
the original text, and of the religious system of tho V^tdas. 

Tho loss sustained both by the Roynl Asiatic Society and tho Oriental 
Translation Committee, in the decease of Dr. Rosbk, will long bo deplored, 
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and his merits as n man nnd a scliolni' long remoniliereil. The Conimitloe 
I'ocui'dcil upon tlicii' minutes, and comniunicalod to his father, titc expression 
of their deep regret; and many Members, both of the Society and the Com- 
mittee, readily subscribed n suincicnt sum to erect ii marble monument over 
his grave, ns a small but duo tribute to his memory. 

Another voUimo of the Arabic Bibliographical Dictionary, edited and 
translated into Latin by Professor Fluokl, will appear in a few weeks, as 
will also the flrst volume of M. CvnciN de Tassv's Jlistoire de la 
LiUSrature Ilimlotii et Iliiidotislani, containing notices of many hundred 
Eastern authors and their writings, and evincing much acute and laborious 
research. Ucsides these, the printing of Mr. W. F. Thompsons Transla. 
lion of the Akhlak-i-JcUily, from the Persian of Fukir J (my Muhammad 
Asaad is completed. Mr. Thompson has entitled his work, Practical 
Philosophy of Ihe Muhammadan People, exhibited in its proposed connexion 
with the European, so as to render either an introduction to the other, and 
to it are appended numerous explanatory notes and references. This 
translation cannot fail to bo highly appreciated by all who take an interest 
in metaphysical and ethical studies. 

Among the works in the course of printing by tho Fund, moy bo men- 
tioned the " Vishnu Purana," translated by our learned Director, a Member 
of tho Oriental Translation Committee. Mr. Wilson's great attainments in 
Sanskrit are suflicicntly well known to assure us that the tosk could not havo 
fallen into hands more competent to do justice to this curious mythological 
work of the Hindus. 

"The History of the Muhammadan Dynasties in Spain," translated into 
English from tho Arabic of Ahmed Ibn Muhammad-al-Mak&ri, by Senor 
P. do Gayangoz, is also in tho press. A complete History of the Muhammadan 
Empire in Spain, has long been a desideratum in our historical literature, 
which will now be supplied. The work under notice, comprises a narrative of 
uvonts during a period of nine centuries, that is, from tho lime of the inva- 
sion of Spain, in 710 of our era, to tho final expulsion of tho Moriscoes in 
1610, and contains ample details of the manners, customs, and literature of 
the Western Arabs. 

Of tho works in the course of preparation for the press, wo may notice an 
interesting History of the Ghaznavides, and of the coufiuosts of SultJin 
Mtthmiid of Ghazna, translated by the Reverend James Reynolds, from the 
Arabic work, colled " Kilfib-aUYamlnl," by Abu Nqsftr Muhammad Ibn al- 
Jabbftr Al-Ulbi ; also a translation by Professor Julien, of tho "Li-ki," a 
celebrated Chinese work on morals. 

The Committee havo recently received a proposal from Baron Alao 
Guckin de Slanc, of Paris, to translate into English Ibn Kiiallikah's 
Lives of Jlluslrious Men of Jslamism, tho text of which has recently ap- 
peared under tho editorship of tho Baron. Dr. Sprengcr has proposed a 
translation of El Souithi's History of the Khalifs. The list of works 
announced for translation under the auspices of tho Committee, contains 
many other desirable works. 

Tho Council oro olso aware that the Committee havo received several 
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other proposals from eminent scholars, of translations of valuable works, which 
they are precluded from accepting, only because of their being already en- 
gaged in printing to the full omount of the funds at their disposal. It 
deserves remark, that the list of books published by tho Committee, now 
comprises tirty-tliree works, most of which, it Is probable, could never have 
been presented to the public but for the institution of this fund. 

In their last Annual Report tho Council noticed the establishment and 
early operations of the Committee of Commerce and Agriculture: the 
Council hove now tho pleasure to slate that the Committee, having, in the 
course of the past year, been moro fully organized, by the appointment, par- 
ticularly of an Honorary Secretary, chorged with the duties of that Com- 
tnitloo solely, and of an Assistant and Chemical Analyzer, has prosecuted its 
labours with increased energy and success. Its proceedings have embraced 
tho investigation of several products likely to prove highly valuable to the 
commerce and manufactures of India and England ; and it has put in train 
various inquiries which will, they trust, lead to results still moro interesting 
and important. The Council cordially unites with the Committee in ascrib- 
ing its success chielly to the labours of Dr. Roylb and Mr. Solly : and 
the papers read, and communications made by both these gentlemen at tho 
ordinary meetings of the Society during the present session, must have 
fully prepared its members to join in the acknowledgments which the 
Council has the satisfaction of conveying to them. The Council having re- 
quested the Chairman of the Committee (the Right Hon. Holt Mackenzie) 
to draw up a Report of its proceedings, which will bo communicated to the 
meeting, deem it unnecessary to enter upon a detailed explanation of tho 
various matters which have engaged its attention. It must be almost super- 
Jluous to add, that the Council attaches a high value to tho services rendered 
by Mr. Mackenzie in tho capacity of Chairman to this important Committee. 
The timo has arrived when tho Council have been reminded by the 
Honorary Secretary of the Society, that the period for which he stipulated to 
perform tho duty of that oflico is now at an end ; and that ho flnds tho rovisal 
of a literary work he has how In hand incompatible with his further attendance 
to the duties of Secretary. In accepting his resignation, thoy feel bound to 
express tlieir thanks to that gentleman for tho trouble he has taken, and for 
the satisfactory manner in which ho has conducted tho duties of Secretary. 
But it is matter of congratulation to tho Society, that another member, Mr. 
Richard Clarke, who has been one of the most constant attendants of 
ihe Council and of the meetings for many years, and who has on all occa- 
sions shown his groat zeal and desire to aid and benoilt the Society in every 
way in his power, hat consented to bo put in nomination on the retirement 
of Mujor-Gcnerul BriogIi. The Council feel particularly indebted to Mr. 
Richard Clarke, for having consented to take the charge of the oflice of 
Honorary Secretary, notwithstanding that he already has an oflicial situa- 
tion, which necessarily occupies a great portion of his time. It would bo 
dlHlcult, if possible, to obtain a successor more competent to the duty ; and 
the Council, therefore, feels no hositution in recommending to the meeting 
that Mr. Richard Clarke be supported by its votes. 
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Tlio Council 1ms had occasion to advert before to tlie loss the Society 
lius Bustuined in tlie death of their Librarian, Lieut.-Colonel Francklin; 
and the duty devolves on them to suggest a successor. In doing so they 
folt they could not bring to your notice for election a more proper person 
than Mr. John Shakbspbar. His several predecessors have all of tliem 
resided for many years in the East, and wore moro or loss familiar with (lie 
languages of Asia. Mr. Shakcspear has not had the sumo advantage of 
ocquiring tlio vernacular part of those tongues ; but in tlie closet, and by 
an application not often surpassed, ho stands pre-eminent amongst our 
countrymen for having a moro extensive acquaintance with the languages 
of India than any ono who has trod the same path ; and the oriental student 
is deeply indebted to him for the labour ho has bestowed in supplying him 
with elementary works of a high character. The Council, therefore, has no 
hesitation in soiicitinj; tho ^'ood will and votes of tho meeting in favour of 
Mr. John Shakcspear as Librarian. 

In tho Report of lust year, advertence was had to the Memorial to our 
august I'atron, which tho Council had been induced to submit through 
the President of tho India Board, in order to obtain public accommodation 
from tho Government more suitable to the existing condition of tho Society. 
Tho expectations raised by tho gracious reception of the Memorial have not 
boon rcali/cd. It was, however, deemed proper not to abandon tho object 
which had so long engaged tho attention of the Council ; and as it appeared 
to the Council that tho claim of tho Society was not less strong upon the 
East India Company than upon the nation at largo, it was resolved to make 
a direct and ofFicial appeal to tho Court of Directors of tho East India Com- 
pany. A Memorial has been consequently prepared and transmitted to tho 
Honourable Court. Whon tho Council look around, and see the public 
encouragement and pecuniary aid given to otbor societies, the objects of 
which cannot be considered to possess moro positivo utility or national 
importance than those of the Asiatic Society, they will not allow theraselves, 
oven under disappointment, to despair of convincing the Court of Directors 
that the prayer of their Memorial deserves a deliberate and favourable con- 
sideration, 

Tho following Report of tho Financial Affairs of tho Society was then 
read as follows : — 

AUDITORS* REPORT. 

Tub Auditors have the honour to lay before tho Meeting their Report upon 
tho Accounts of the Society for tho Year ending Dec. 31, 1838. 

Tiio Receipts for the year, as per Statement, No. I., leave a balance in 
favour of tho Society at the end of 1838, of 290/. 3a 3d. 

The Auditors have been furnished by the Secretary with an estimate of 
tho probable Receipts and Expenditure for the year 1639, by which itappears 
that the expected Receipts, including the balance of the preceding year, 
will bo I4(!0{. 14$. 9d., the disbursements, 1126^ 8s. 4d., and the probable 
balance remaining at the end of 1839, 334/. 6s. 6d. (Vide Statement No. II.) 
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It remains only for the Auditors to express their entire npprobation of tite 
correct and perspicuous manner in \vl\icli tlio Recounts of the Society haro 
been kept by Mr. Elliot, tlie Treasurer, and by Major-General Duiggsi 
the Secretary. 

The Assets of the Society remain the snmo us last year, viz. :— 

Value of Stock in the Three per Cents. • -£1800 
Volue of the Society's Library, Museum, 1 g.„|. » „ 
Furniture, and Stock of Publications - •/ 

<CS300 

(Signed) 

1 IT 1% ( Auditor on the part 

Louis H. Pktit, { .,, r^ ', 
I of the Council. 

W. II. S VICES, f Auditors on the part 

H. S. GRiRMB, I of the Society. 



London, May 7, 1839. 
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J. Birch, Esq. moved "That the tlinnkg of the Society be returned to 
the Auditors Tor tlieir services ; ond tiint llieir Report, together with that of 
the Council, be received and printed in the Society's Proceedings." 

The motion was seconded by T. T. Mardon, Esq., and carried unani 
niously. 

'i'lie Right Hon. Sir Albxandbr Johnston, as Chairman to the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence, stated to tiio Meeting tlio various points of 
inquiry wliich had engaged the attention of that Committee during the 
past year, and tlioso to wliich it was now dosirablo their investigations 
slionid be directed. 

Wlien Sir Alexander liad concludodi Colonel Galloway, in proposing 
A vote of thanks to the Right Hon. the Chairman of the Committee of 
Correspondence, observed, that any remark in regard to tho deep interest 
and vast extent of tho subjects so ably discussed in the speech they had just 
heard, would bo quite unnecessary from him ; and ho was sure that the 
Meeting would go with him in admiration of the distinguished talent of Sir 
Alexander Johnston, who had so ably detailed the views of himself, and 
the Committee over which ho most zealously presided : he therefore moved 
" Tliat tho thanks of the Society be voted to tho Right. Hon. the Chairman 
of the Committee of Correspondence, and thot he bo requested to reduce his 
observations to writing, for the purpose of their being printed in the pro- 
isecdings of tho Society." 

Colonel Milks seconded this motion, which, being put, was carried 
unanimously. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF COMMERCE AND 
AGRICULTURE. 

The Right Hon. Holt Mackbnzib, Chairman of the Committee of 
Commerce and Agriculture of the Society, then read the following Report 
from the Committee :— 

Tho Council of tho Society having desired .me to prepare a succinct 
Report of the proceedings of tho Committee of Commerco and Agriculture, 
during tho past year, I have the honour to submit the following statement. 

Soon after tho last Anniversary Meeting, the Committee adopted on 
arrangement calculated to add essentially to its ediciency and usefulness. 
A separate Secretary was appointed, and an ofRcer was added to tho 
establishment, under tho designation of Assistant and Chemical Analyser. 
It must be almost superlluous to say one word as to the importance of the 
services rendered by Dr. Roylb, who undertook the duty of Secretary. As 
tho institution of the Committee was inainly owing to his suggestions, so to 
Ills labours must chielly be ascribed the value and reputation which attaches 
to its proceedings. He has been ably and zealously seconded by Mr. Solly, 
whose services the Committee considers itself singularly fortunate in ob- 
taining, as their Assistant and Chemical Analyser ; and the papers read, 
and communications made by both those gentlemen, in the course of the 
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past year, must havo fully prepared the Society to join in tho acknowledg- 
nionts wliioh tho Committee have the sntisruclion of convoying to them. 

An abstract of the proceedings of the Committee to tho end of the year 
1838, carefully prepared by Dr. Roylb, has been printed and distributed. 
Another similar abstract, completing the year's proceedings, will soon bo 
ready for publication. Fi;ora these it will bo seen that the Committee's 
proceedings have embraced tho investigation of several matters likely to 
prove highly important in their relation to the trade and agriculture of 
India, and to tho coromerco and manufactureB of this country. Various 
ini|nii'io9 have likewise been put in train, which it must necessarily tuko a 
considerable time to complete, but of which tho Committco trusts the 
results will prove both benedcial and interesting. To enter on a full detail 
of particulars would be but uselessly to repeat the record of the Committee's 
transactions. It will bo sufliciont hero to notice bdelly the most important 
of the matters that have engaged their attention. 

Foremost in general interest is the object of extending tho supply, 
and improving the quality of tho cotton produced in India. To accomplish 
this object, strenuous efforts ore now making by various individuals in 
different parts of India ; and it is tho aim of the Committee to gather and 
arrange all the particulars relating to tho culture of cotton, whether in that 
country or olsowhcrc, and whether connected with successful or unsuc- 
cessful speculations, that can Icud to satisfactory conclusions as to tho 
causes of success or failure, with advertence to all tho varieties of soil, 
climate, and local position, in ihoireflTects upon tho different kinds of cotton. 

Tho Committco entertain a confldcnt persuasion that there will soon be 
ploced within the reach of practical agriculturists, such information as will 
enable them to proceed with their experiments, for the introduction into 
India of better varieties of tho cotton plant, and for tho improvement of the 
kinds already existing there, on flxed scientiflo principles. They have little 
or no doubt that measures so conducted must lead to success in tho im- 
portant object of relieving England from an absolute dependence on foreign 
and rival nations, for this which may be deemed almost a necessary of life 
to a large portion of our manufacturers. And an attention to the true prin- 
ciples of applied botany will supply n powerful security against those inju- 
dicious speculations by which much useless expense has been incurred, and 
the progress of improvement retarded. 

The report furnished by Mr. Heath of the proceedings adopted by Mr. 
IIuaiiBS in Tinnevelly, and of those pursued by himself in the Salem dis- 
trict, is particularly deserving of attention, since it explains the progress and 
result of an experiment conducted on an extended scale, and with distin- 
guished success. 

To her Majesty's Foreign Ofllco the Committee is indebted for a report 
by Mr. Molynkux, Consul at Savannoh, on tho culture of cotton in Georgia, 
and for a collection of specimens of the soils from some of the principal 
cotton estates of (hat country, which have been analyzed by Mr. Solly. 

An interesting communication has been received from Mr. Malcolmson', 
pne of the members of the Committee, on the subject of cotton grown near 
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Paestuin, in the kingdom of Naples, comprolicnding an account of tlio cli- 
mate and soil. It was accompanied with a parcel of seeds, which, through 
the obliging kindness of Mr. W. H. Baylkv, were transmitted to India by 
tho over-land mail. The Committee enrncslly invites similar communica- 
tions from all members of tho Society, or others who may take an interest 
in their objects, and who may have similar opportunities of promoting them. 
Tho Committee wus happy to find itself anticipated in the adoption of 
measures for tho improvement of the machinery used in separating tho 
cotton-wool from tho seed, tho subject having been taken in hand, apparently 
with much success, by the East India Association of Glasgow. Rut so much 
imporlanco attaches to this point, as well as to nit the processes connected 
with tho collecting and cleansing of cotton-wool, that the Committee will 
continue earnestly to direct their attention to the subject. 

Though the Committee has not yet taken any share in the measures 
which are in progress for the improvement and extended production of the 
great staple commodities of sugar, tobacco, and silk, it has not, of course, 
been indifferent to them. It contciqplatcs with deep interest the important 
results likely to follow the general introduction of the Otahcitc variety of 
sugar:cane, which (tho Society is probably oware) wos brought from the 
Mauritius by Captain Shehman, of (ho Bengal Establishment. In tho 
Bengal territories this has been already accomplished to a great extent, with 
an assured prospect of great public benent: and by a lultcr, dated 21st of 
February, 1839, and just received from tho Secretary of tho Agricultural 
and HorticuUurol Society of western India, tho Commitlce has the satisfac- 
tion of learning that tho cultivation of this cane is rapidly advancing in that 
quarter also, and that it is found immensely superior to the rod cauo of tho 
country. Tho reports received from Bombay of tho success of the crforts 
made at that presidency for the nianufacture of silk, are also highly grati- 
fying. Tho experiments made at that presidency by Mr. Alutta, for 
which ho lios received the gold mcditl of the Agricultural Society of India, 
may indeed be expected to have a very beneficial operation on tho long- 
established and extensive manufacture of Bengal. In the above letter it is 
staled, that " the cultivation of the mulberry is extending rapidly in the 
Dcckan." Specimens of silk of excellent quality have also been received 
from Travancore. The produce of the wild or Tussch silkworm, in regard 
to which o paper, by Dr. Gbddkr, will bo found in the Committee's proceed- 
ings, appears also to merit more attention than has hitherto been given to it. 
Several interesting reports have been read by Mr. Soli.y, on tho subject 
of oil and oil seeds; a matter of great importance, to which the attention of 
tho Chairman of tho Committee has been particularly solicited by Mr. 
Wtckiiam. (now Chairman of the Board of Stamps and Taxes,) (brmerly 
one of the Commissioners of Inquiry into tho Excise Laws. The cheap rate 
at which the oil seeds of India may be purchased, and (as might have been 
expected from the climate) the larger per rentage of oil which they yield, 
oven when subjected only to the imperfect pressure of the native mills, 
appears to render it certain that tho commerce in those articles will greatly 
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Olid rapidly extend. The inquiries and cxpcrimentg of tiie Assistiint and 
Cbomiool Analyser in tliis branch of investigation have, in an especial 
manner, demonstrated the utility and importance of his oflice ; and with 
his aid, the Committee confldently hope to be able to furnish complete 
information as to the qualities and uses of the several kinds of oil produced 
in India. 

But before any conclusive statement con be given as to the application to 
the arts of those oils not hitherto used in this country, it is necessary that 
experiments should be made with larger quantities, which, though written 
for from India, have not as yet boon obtained. The sultject is so extensive 
as necessarily to require a considerable period for its full dovelopcmcnt, even 
though all the materials were at hand. The inquiries instituted in India 
will, no doubt, afford valuable information relative to the prices at which llie 
various oils and oil-seeds may be obtained in the difleront provinces of that 
country ; respecting some of these, voluable information has bceit already 
supplied by Col. Sykks. 

As connected with this subject, may be noticed the vegetable tnllow of 
Canara, first described by Dr. Babinoton, in 1825, in the Journal of the 
Koyal Institution, on which a report by Dr. Roylk, and an analytical de- 
scription by Mr. S01.1.Y, will bo found in the proceedings of the Cummittee. 
There seems to be no reason to doubt that it would nllbrd an excellent sub- 
stitute for animal tallow, now largely imported from Russia, if it can, as is 
hoped, be produced in suflicient abundance : on this point, further inquiries 
have been instituted by the Committee. 

The vegetable butter of the Almorali Hills — on the subject of which, 
papers by M. Trail and Mr. H. Nkwnham were read to the Society, 
accompanied by an analysis by Mr. Solly— may also bo noticed in this 
place as an object of curious inquiry. 

The varied and extensive uses to which eaoutehoiic is now applied, ren- 
der highly important the facts and observations communicated by Dr. 
ItoYLB, Mr. SiRViJlFR, and Mr. Solly, in their papers on that product, whicli 
is now, (it is satisfactory to observe,) quoted in the Trade Reports of nongnl, 
as a regular export from that presidency, ond may doubtless be procured 
in other parts of British India from some one of the numerous plants 
that yield it. It seems to bo quite certain that the use of this valuable and 
anomalous substance, when supplied abundantly and at a modcrnto price, 
will be very greatly extended. Its various applications are already among 
the most curious results of that ingenious ond instructed industry wiiicli 
characterize and enrich our country. The excellent quality of that oblained 
from Assam is fully established by the outhority of Mr. Sirvieh ; and there 
is no doubt that any defects which have hitherto attached to l\\<f mode of 
its preparation will be speedily remedied, on which head the Committee is 
indebted to Mr. Solly ond Mr. Sibvier for some valuable suggestions. 
The supply to be drawn from Assam alone appears to bo almost inexhaust- 
ible. It is stated that an individual has collected in one season no less than 
80,U00 pounds. The letters of Dr. Wallich, Captain Jenkins, Mr. 
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Brownlow, ami Dr. Kino, describe tbo trees as abounding in that pro- 
vince*; ond Lieut. Vbtch, the oflicer who is in charge of one of its divi- 
sions, counted in the space of a square mile eighty trees, inostly of gigantic 
dimensions, one of them being described as measuring seventy-four feet 
round the inner cluster of trunks, one hundred nnd twenfy feet round the 
outer trunks, nnd seven hundred feet round (ho branches. And it is slated 
that Captain Blakb, proceeding with a mission to Bhoton, hud written tlint, 
"for days they were marching through forests of India-rubber trees of enor- 
mous size." 

Considering these cirpuipstances, and reflecting on the probable results of 
the extended cultivation of tea in tho same province, tho Committee cor- 
dially sympathises in the feelings of generous exultation with which the 
local onicers contemplate the enlightening prospects of a province which, 
notwithstanding the nnagniflcent river that Hows through it, had, from its 
want of population and its oxfensive jungles, beon considered tq be in tho 
most hopeless condition. ' 

The exudation of the Dhak or Palas-tree, (Butea frondosa,) on tho sub- 
ject of which papers were read by Dr. Roylb and Mr. Solly, though 
dilTering in some particulars from the Kino at present found in tho shops, 
agrees in a remarkable manner with the description of the original Kino, or 
" Gummi rubrum Astringons" of the old druggists, appears likely (o servo 
all the purposes of that substance; and if, as there is every reason to believe, 
it con be procured cheaply and abundantly, may ultimately become an 
article of extensive application in the arts. In the letter alluded to above, 
as received from Bombay, it is stated, that a considerable quantity of the 
Butea Kino has been purchased for transmission to this country, in conse- 
quence of the information sent by our Secretary respecting its nature and 
suitableness for tanning. 

The substance which has long been employed by the natives of India 
for tho same purposes as sarsaparilla in Europe, having been traced, by 
Dr. RoYLB, to a plant from which it may be obtained in large quantities, 
ond at a cheap rate, will also probably bo brought into more general use. 

The reports which have been furnished by tho Agricultural and Iloili- 
cultural Society at Bombay, and by Mr. Gibson and Dr. Lush, of tho 
Medical Establishment of that presidency, on the productions of western 
India, will be found to contain, in a condensed form, much interesting and 
valuable information, with several suggestions, which, if duly prosecuted, 
can scarcely fail to lead to very useful results. And it may be proper to 
take this opportunity of calling attention to the suggestion of Dr. Royle, 
that when gentlemen abroad send any of the products of the country in 
which they reside, thoy should, with the native names of the plants and 
their products, at the same time furnish perfect specimens of tlie plants pro- 
ducing them, that is, in llower and fruit ; and to his observation, that speci- 
mens, even of old and well-known plants, are valuable from a new locality. 
By an attention to these suggestions, travellers may often contribute esscn- 

* A full account of tho tree has beon published by Mr. xOrifQtliB, in the 
Journal of tho Asintio Society. 
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tiolly to tho store of gcientiflo knowledgo, with a coinpaiatlvoly small expense 
of time or labour. 

Many important additions to our knowledgo may bo expected from all 
parts of India, in reply to the inquiries which have been addressed by Dr. 
RoYLB to dilferent gentlemen in Calcutta, Northern India, and Uombay ; 
and the Honourable the Court of Directors, has obligingly given orders for 
the preparotion, in a form suggested by tho Committee, of Price Currents 
for tlie chief marts, and for one or two other places in each of the great divi- 
sions of the country, which promise to be very useful and interesting, both 
as a guido to commercial enterprise, and as a contribution to the storo of 
statistical knowledge. 

Specimens of what are called Dokhan and Concan Hemps, said to be the 
flbre of the Crotalaria Juncea, and of Hibiscus Cannabinus, have been re- 
ceived from Bombay, and ore reported, especially tho hitter, to bo of good 
quality. It is the intention of the Committee to make a full inquiry into the 
subject of hemp, and of tho different substances which have been used or 
suggested as substitutes for that article, there being reason to think that on 
abundant supply of a product not inferior to that for which we depend upon 
Itussia, nniy bo procured in India. 

Tlio Society is aware of the imjiorlant and interesting fact, that a consi^ 
dorable quantity of Tea, tho produce of Assam, has been imported into this 
country from Bengal. In the proceedings of tho Committee will be found 
recorded a paper by Mr. Brown, detailing the particulars of an experiment 
on the growth of the tea-plant in the district of AVynaad ; ond although it 
was not prosecuted so fur as to justify any conclusive opinion as to the ulti- 
mate result of an attempt to extend tho culture of tea to that province, it 
may assuredly be token to afford ground for further inquiry and trial, of 
which the consequences may be very important. 

It will bo in the recollection of the Society, that communications of much 
interest on tho subject of Indian Iron and Steel were submitted to it by Mr. 
Wilkinson and Mr. Heath. It is satisfactory to learn that tho cITorts of 
a Company, of which the latter gentleman has long been the leading Di- 
rector, are likely to bo successful in making these metals important articles 
of commerce from India to England. And there is at the same time reason 
to hope that their operations may also tend to the cheap supply of improved 
implements and extended mochinery in tho former country. 

The Committee of Correspondence having applied to the Governor of 
Ceylon, for information respecting tho uses and places of growth of 2ss 
kinds of Coyloncso woods, a reply has been received, which is recorded on 
tho proceedings of tho Committee, and which is important as indicating the 
extent of the unexplored resources of the island. 

In pursuance of communications received from Mr. Visogk, different 
kinds of Lichens have been obtained from various quarters, some of 
wliinh promise to be of considerable value. But the (juanlity hitherto 
received has not been sufficient to allow of such experiments being made as 
to afford the grounds of a conclusive judgment on tho matter. The Cora- 
inittco will of course continue to prosecute the inquiry. 
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From tlio experiments mndo by Mr. Solly, on a specimen of Berberry- 
root received from Ceylon, and deposited in tlio Museum of the Society, 
there is good reason to think tlint t)io Asiatie Berberry will yield nn excellent 
yellow dye, and may probably become an Hdvanta<;cous article of in<port 
from India. Mr. Solly's suggestion, that the colouring mutter, which con- 
stitutes a small portion only of the root, should bo extracted in India, and 
the inspissated extract only be brought .to Kurope, will doubtless receive 
attention from conunercial men. Under this head also the Committee 
would notice the suggestions of Dr. Lush and Mr. Solly, on the subject of 
Citric Acid. 

In a communication received from Bengal, it was slated that the true 
Cochineal Insect had been procured from the Island of Bourbon ; and the 
Committee were consequently invited to obtain and furnish scientiflc infor- 
mation regarding the insect and its food. Their Secretary was at the same 
time informed that Mr. Andkksoh, of the Botanic Garden at Chelsea, had 
in his possession the above-mentioned insect, and the "Cactus," on which 
it feeds, which a lady was desirous of sending to n relative in Calcutta, and 
was requested to move the Committco to give their assistance in procuring 
a safe conveyance. To these a|)plication8 the Committco gladly acceded, 
and have since had the gratification of hearing that both the plant and 
insects arrived in Calcutta in a living state, and that the Agricultural 
Society of India awarded a silver medal to the gentleman, Mr. II. Bau- 
cnAun, who took charge of the insect and plant. 

It appears that Wool hos already become a considerable article of export 
Id this country from Bombay, the quantity shipped from that port in 18:t7 
having been nearly two and a-half millions of pounds ; and measures have 
been adopted, both by the Government and by individuals, for the improve- 
ment of the breed of sliccp in dillcrcnt qtuirturs. The ComniiUce wus 
consequently led, by communications received from Mr. Sootiiby, an emi- 
nent wool-broker,'who|has long turned his attention to the growth of wool in 
South Australia, and at the Cape of Good Hope, to institute a particular 
inquiry into the subject. They have received many useful suggestions from 
that gentleman ; and have olso been favoured with valuable information on 
the subject by Lord Whstern, who has successfully devoted much of his 
time and thoughts to this branch of husbandry, and has evinced a lively 
interest in the prosecution of it in India. But the matter is not yet in such 
a shape as to enable them to place on record a detail of the actual or probable 
results. 

Various subjects of minor importance have engaged the Committee, 
either as matter of immcdiato examination here, or as objects of inquiry 
abroad. At this stage of their proceedings, however, it cannot be expected 
that they should have been able to procure full and satisfactory information 
on nil the points to which they have solicited the attention of their corre- 
spondents, or directed their own elforls. 

Thoy continue to receive from many quarters gratifying assurances of 
co-operation and support, especially from the kindred Associations of Bengal 
and Bombay. But they have deeply to lament, in the death of Mr. Bhll, 
vol. v. 2. 
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late Secretary (o tho Agriculturnt and liortioultural Society of Culciitin, the 
losi ofo valuable corrospondent and coadjulov. It it satisractory, however, 
to know that Dr. Spry has been appointed his successor, a gentleman who 
is well known as an author, and personally to several members of this Society 
OS a scientific ond zealous labourer in pursuit of the objects now under 
review. 

On tho last Anniversary the Sooioty were informed thot their original 
Treasurer, Mr. Jamus Albxanokh, had been compelled by inlirm heallli 
to resign that ofUce. Tho lively intoroat he took in tho agricultural and 
commercial branch, induced him, howovor, to continue his kind services tu 
it till a very late period, when ho felt compelled to resign that duty also. 
On theoccosion of sending in his resignation, through Sir Ciiaklks Foruu»> 
he thus, in a letter addressed to that gentleman, expresses himself on the 
subject of the Committee: "I feel persuaded that its pursuits and knowledge 
may be of the greatest advantage in developing the resources of India, and 
in introducing from thence many valuable substances calculated to iniprovo 
and enlarge our commerce and manufactures. In short, I see in its labours 
and operations what may materially add to tho wcaltli and tlie industry of 
both countries ; and it is with pain that I cease to co-operate personally and 
actively with a Committee for whose members I have great respect, and in 
whoso objects I heartily concur. * * * * 

" I have followed the oxcellent example of our able Chairman, and yours, 
by giving 20/. for tho purpose of being awarded in prizes to native authors 
of essays on any of the arts of India." • • • • 

The scntimcntsofonowlio, likcMr. Jamks Alrxanuku, was many years 
resident in India, and who has been long and intimately connected with its 
commerce, appear to bo so important and valuable, that the Committee has 
thought it proper to bring them thus distinctly to the notice of tho Society. 

Mr. L. U. Pktit said that ho felt much pleasure in moving a vote of 
thanks to the Right Honourable IIoi.t MACicuNzm, whoso luminous detail 
was an additional instance of the well-known ond duly appreciated talents 
whirh distinguished that gentleman: ho moved " That the thanks of tlio 
Society be voted to the Right Honourable the Chairmun of the Committee 
of Commerce and Agriculture, for his valuable services in that ollice." 

T. Phillips Esq., seconded the motion, wliich was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Mackbnzib thanked the meeting for tho vote now passed, observing 
that it was gratifying to him, not so much as a compliment to himself, 
though of tho value of such a compliment ho could not bo insensible, as 
a testimony of their sense of the importance of the Committee, of which ho 
had (he honour to be Chairman. He felt that ho could claim but a small 
share of the merit due to it, and must repeat that, as stated in the reports 
they had just heard, the value of it:i labours must be mainly ascribed to 
Dr. RoYLB and Mr. Solly. He might almost say, indeed, that too much 
had been cast upon these gentlemen; and ho trusted that tho interest 
which the members of the Society took in the Committee would bo shown 
by their contributing muro largely than they hud yet done to its transactions. 
He remarked on the litcilities which many of them possessed fur communi- 
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eating infoi'mution tliut would bo hi|rhly tniportant nnd useful, nt a small 
expense of time nnd labour; observing thut a single interesting fuct, era 
single sample of a now vnrioly of nny useful substance, in however 
informal a manner communicated, would bo gladly received ond eagerly 
turned to use by tlio Committee. 

In so vast a fleld as that embraced by them, it was only, be snid, by (he 
co-operation of many labourers, nnd by labours pursued through many years, 
that the objects of the Committee could be attained. They had as yet oidy 
broken ground ; but bo hoped that enough hud been done to show the 
importance, the valuo, and the practicability of what tlicy aimed at. Willi 
this eonndenec, and with the gratiflcation of knowing thut their transactions 
had been regarded with much interest in various quarters, he should, on 
retiring from the chair at the expiration of his year, look back on what bud 
been done with great satisfaction. From this satisfaction there was, he 
lamented to say, one heavy drawback ; ho meant the disappointment of their 
just expectations of the favour and support of Government. He had hoped 
that the labours of tho Committee would have strengthened the already 
strong claims of the Society, and that before this time they should have been 
able to congratulate one another on the prospect of meeting, no longer 
within tho narrow chambers of a private house, but in a hall suited to tho 
character of the Society, and to the great |>ublio interests which it was 
designed and calculated to promote. Ho need scarcely state to the meeting 
that tho possession of such a building was essential to tho etiiciency of tho 
Society. An extensive Library nnd Museum wero its indispensable instru- 
ments; but they hud not tho means of fltly displaying oven what they 
already possessed, and they had lost the opportunity of acquiring more by 
their wanting suitable accommodation for it. Looking to the extent and 
niitiiro of our Eastern Empire, anil to tho important services which the 
Koyal Asiatic Society could render, as an interpreter between the two 
countries, it was with shame, and indignation, and sorrow, that he contem- 
plated the indiflercnco with which the people of this country regarded, and 
tho niggard sjiirit in which tho Government treated them. He did not, 
however, despair of better things ; and would venture humbly to urge upon 
every member of the Society, the duty of co-operating, each in his own 
sphere, with the cirorls of the Council to secure the just and liberal recog- 
nition of their claims to public support. 

Before sitting down ho begged leave to read an extract from tho Itotu- 
nicul Register of March last, edited by Dr. Linolby, Professor of Botany 
in University College and the Itoyal Institution of Great Britain. Tho 
terms, ho observed, in which Dr. Lindlky did them the honour of men- 
tioning them wero such as ho could not havo himself used without risk of 
being charged with exaggeration. But the testimony of Dr. Linuluy in 
their favour could not fail to be gratifying to them, especially as it cumo 
after tho expression of those feelings of regret which he had not been able 
to restrain in speaking of tho failure of their application to the Government ; 
nnd it wns the praise of literary nnd scientific men which a literary and 
soientino Society must chielly valuo. 

2.-2 
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III tlio paper in question, the nbslinct of Iho Comniittco's proceedings is 
spoken ol'ns n most important niid interesting document; the names of Sir 
Charles Foiinits, GcnornI Bnioas, Colonel Sykbs, Dr. Koylu, &o. uro 
quoted as proofs of tho importance attached to the subject, niid of llio 
cxrellent materials of the sub-association. Its operations are described, 
tlicir necessity urged, tlic vast resources of Uritistt India aro noticed, tlio 
neglect with which they have hitherto been treated is adverted to, and tho 
products investigated by tho Committco arc spcciflod. The author adds, 
"In all these branches India possesses amplo resources well adapted to 
commercial purposes," ond concludes in the following words : — " It is to bo 
hoped that such an inquiry as this will be amply supported, for it is when 
applied to such purposes as arc comprehended in tho investigations of tho 
Cummittec, that'sciencc really becomes of value to mankind. If the Com- 
mittco continue their exertions with energy ond discretion for only a few 
years tlicy wilt liavo dono more to make Initia wealthy and happy than 
all tho other devices of state policy put together." 

J. Lbwin, Esq. moved, "That the thanks of the Society bo voted to Iho 
Council, for their zealous services during the past year." • 
Seconded by T. Nbwniiam, Bs(|., and carried unanimously. 
The Earl of Munstbr, who had arrived too late to lake the Chair, 
returned thanks as ono of the Vice-Presidents, in the name of tho Council. 
His Lordship regretted that engagements which he could not neglect, had 
caused his absence during the earlier part of the day ; but ho assured the 
meeting that allhungh absent his heart was with thorn, nud lio trusted llmt 
his joining them, oven at that lato hour, would be taken us a proof of his 
desire to be present. Assuring the meeting iliat ho always had taken, uiui 
should continue (o take, the liveliest interest in their proceedings, his Lord- 
ship concluded by oflcring, on behalf of the Council, his best thanks for 
the vole which had been passed. 

Sir Alb.\andbu Johnson moved " That the thanks of ihc Society should 
bo voted to the President, the Right Iluuourable C. W. Willi am<) Wvnn, 
M. P.," on whoso merits it was unnecessary for him to enlarge. They all 
knew tho interest he had taken in tho Society ; ho had never before been 
absent from an Anniversary Meeting, nor would ho have boon so now had ho 
not been called from London by urgent public duties. 

The motion was seconded by H.S.Gk/EMK, Esq., and carried unanimously 
CiiARLKs Elliott, Esq., moved n vote of thanks to the Director and 
Vice-Presidents of tho Society, which was seconded by Samukl Ball, 
Esq., and carried unanimously. 

S. Waiik, Esq., rose to move tho thanks of tho Society to the lale 
Honorary Secretary, General Biuao$. Ho was sorry that General Huioo.s 
was absent through ill health, and ho regrcltod that the Society wore 
about to lose his valuable services. IIo was, however, happy to Icarii 
that tlicy should still retain him as a nicinber of Ihc Council ; and that, 
nithough he could no longer perforin the duties of Sccrotary, ho would con- 
tinuo to devote his leisure to tho cultivation of Asiatic pursuits. 

W. Olivbu, Esq., seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 
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RiciiAUD CLAtiKR, Ksq., proposed a vote of (hanks to tlio Treasurer of 
tlio Society, CiiARLKs Elliott, 1!s(|., who, ho ohsorvcd, was peculiarly 
entitled to timt murk of their favour; for hsiviug hceii n member of the Com- 
miltcc thnl flrst drew tlio ottention of (he meeting to tho unfavourable stnto 
of tho Society's llnnnces, ho had, since his appointment to the oflice of 
Treosurer, devoted his attention to tho carrying out of those necessary 
measures of reform which had enabled tho Society to attain tlio greatly 
improved condition exhibited in the Anancial statement they had heard 
that day. 

While on his legs, Mr. Clarkb said he would avail himself of that oppor- 
tunity of expresing his high sense of the honour eonfiMTcd upon him by tho 
Council, who hud put him in nominution ns their Ilonurnry Secretary. 
Whilo ho folt unfeigned dididenco in uiidcrlakiiig tho task in succession to 
so able an oflicer of tho Society as General Diiiaos had shown himself to 
bo, ho felt his task lightened by the perfect order in which everything had 
boon placed by that gentleman. He could not, however, but consider tho 
olfico as one in which much might bo done to further the interest of tho 
Society by ono possessed of more leisure, of greater abilities, and a wider 
sphere of iiilUience than, ho could boast. Such us his powers might be, ho 
shonid feel happy in exercising them for the benefit of tho Society; but he 
should bo ready to resign the post whenever the Society should, as he hoped 
they would, find a more odiciont, though he would add, not a more willing 
ofiicor than himself. 

The Right Honourable Holt Mackknzik seconded tho veto of thanks 
to tho Treasurer, and added, that in bearing testimony to tho services of that 
gentleman, ho was sorry to say ho must also vouch for tho necessities of tho 
Society, which had demanded all his care and economy. The Society, it 
was satisfactory to know, was not in any pressing niiancial difliculty. But it 
should bo recollected they had not attained their freedom from embarrassment, 
(not to mention those liberal donations which would be in tho recollection of 
the Society,) without curtailing their publications, and withholding all 
pecuniary remuneration for the services rendered by their Secretaries. Ho 
trusted, Iheroforc, that all would bear in mind that the Society not only had 
no surplus funds, but that it wants help ; and that every exertion should bo 
made to obtain larger resources. 

Tho vote of thanks to the Treasurer was then put, and carried unanimously. 

Mu. Elliott returned thanks. 

Tho Chairman then stated to the meeting that the Council had resolved 
to recommend for election, as an honorary member, his Highness Nawa'ii 
Ikha'l al Dowlaii Baiiadooh, Prince of Oude, whose portrait was now 
before them. The admission of the Prince would bo an honour to the 
Society, for he (the Chairman) could bear witness his Highness was a 
scholar deeply versed in Persian and Arabiu literature, and that bis habits 
and muniicr.s were those of a prince and a gentleman. 

His Highness was then balloted for, and unanimously elected an honorary 
member of tho Society. 

II. Wilkinson, Esq., and AV. Nkwniiam, Esq., having been nominated 
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Scrulinecrs, the meeting prouecdoil to ballot for tho new members of tho 
Council and for tho ofllcers of tho Society. 

At tlie closo of the bollot tho following gentlemen were declared unani- 
mously elected into tho Council, viz,, Samuel Ball, Esq., General Brigos, 
the Honourable Mountstuaht Elpiiinstonk, Colonel Galloway, Hbnry 
S. GnAMB, Esq., JoiiN Guillemard, Esq., Sir Josefii O'IIalloran, 
Colonel Sykes, in tho place of AV. B. Bayi.ey, Esq., Sir J. Carnac, 
Bart., It. Clarke, Esq., Right Honourable H. Ellis, Sir Charles 
Forbes, Bart., W. Nbwnham, Esq., L. H. Pbtit, Esq., and Sir Hbnry 

AViLLOCK. 

Uiciiaro Clarke, Esq., was unanimously cleolod to the oinco of Hono- 
rary Secretary in tho place of General Bitioas, resigned; and Joim 
SiiAKESPBAK, .Esq., to tho oflico of Librarian, in succession to Colonel 
Pbancklin, deceased. 

On the Chnirnion's leaving the chair it was moved, seconded, and voted 
unanimously, (hat tho thanks of tho meeting bo given to the Right Honour- 
able Sir GoRB OusBLBY, Bart., for his ablo conduct in tho chair that day. 



